
PUBLIC HEARING 
Monday, September 28, 2020 @ 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Chairman Gillilland called this Public Hearing to order at 11:00 a.m. with the following supervisors 
in attendance: Clayton Barber, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, Shaun Gillilland, Charles 
Harrington, Roy Holzer, Ken Hughes, Steve McNally, Jim Monty, Tom Scozzafava, Jeffrey Subra, 
Michael Tyler, Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller.  Robin DeLoria, Joe Giordano and Noel 
Merrihew was previously excused. 
 
Department heads present were:   Judy Garrison, Dan Palmer and Dan Manning.  
 
News media:  Tim Rowland - Sun News 
 
 
GILLILLAND:  I’d like to call this public hearing to order.  Judy, can I have the call to order 
please. 
 
GARRISON:  Notice of public hearing proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2020.  Please take notice that 
the Essex County Board of Supervisors will hold and conduct a Public Hearing at the Supervisors’ 
Chambers at the Essex County Government Center, 7551 Court Street, Elizabethtown, New York 
on the 28th of September, 2020 at 11:00 a.m., on the proposed Local Law No. 4 of 2020, amending 
Local Law No. 3 of 2020, entitled “changing the number of coroners to be elected in the County 
of Essex from four (4) to two (2)”.  
Please take further notice that at said public hearing to be held at the time and place set forth 
above, the Essex County Board of Supervisors will consider this proposed Local Law and hear 
all persons interested therein concerning the same. 
Please take further notice that a copy of the full text of such proposed Local Law No. #4 of 2020 
may be obtained upon request from the Clerk of the Board’s Office, 7551 Court Street, 
Elizabethtown, New York 12932.  
Judith A. Garrison, Clerk 
Essex County Board of Supervisors 
7551 Court Street, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 
(518) 873-3353 
Dated:  September 9, 2020 
 
GILLILLAND:  Thank you.  I see we don’t have any members of the public in attendance.  We 
don’t have any written input. Dan, do you have anything? 
 
MANNING:  Just as a refresher as I explained before this simply extends the period where the 
two new coroners would be elected from this November to next November 2021, they would take 
office in January and the reason for this was because of Covid had sort of mucked everything up 
with respect to the ability for respective office holders to circulate petitions here on the ballot. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So do we have people on the ballot? 
 
MANNING:  No, not this year no. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Oh, for next year you mean? 
 
MANNING: This is for next year. 
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SCOZZAFAVA:  Okay. 
 
MANNING:  There wasn’t sufficient time for people to get on this year’s ballot.  I had hoped when 
I first drafted all this in the early throws of corona I kind of knew this might happen but thought the 
Governor would lift the sort of ban on filings but it didn’t happen until like ten days where petitions 
would have had to been circulated and I think you needed 680 signatures. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So right now we currently, because of the resignations have two? 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So, once this Local Law is adopted if someone is interested we won’t appoint – 
there won’t be any vacancies I guess would be my question. 
 
MANNING:  Right. 
 
PALMER:  They would be running for two open positions. 
 
MANNING:  Anybody interested, including our current coroners would be running for two open 
positions. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So right now I’m saying – is there two vacancies right now?  Let me put it that 
way. 
 
PALMER:  Right now there’s two vacancies. 
 
MANNING:  Yes. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So if someone were interested in filling one of those vacancies it would be by 
appointment of this board? 
 
PALMER: Right. 
 
MANNING: No, they are elected and that’s the whole point of this.  They are not on the ballot right 
now because they couldn’t circulate petitions. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  We have no vacancies right now? 
 
PALMER: I don’t know who appoints that vacancy. 
 
GILLILLAND:  The Governor would appoint – 
 
MANNING:  Oh, the vacancy itself technically this board would appoint the vacancy but you’re 
not going to. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Right, so are we making an adjustment on the salaries for the two now that we 
have two verses four covering for the county? 
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MANNING:  It’s not part of the Local Law it would be imprudent to put it in there but that is 
something you consider during next year’s budget. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  So that wouldn’t have to be part of this? 
 
MANNING:  No. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  Thank you. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further questions or discussion? 
 
MONTY:  Would that or could it be a consideration this year since we only have two? 
 
MANNING:  A consideration, well it’s kind of late in the day. 
 
MONTY:  I’m just thinking it is budget season.  I don’t even know if the board wants to do that?  
Could it be a consideration? 
 
PALMER: I think it could be. 
 
MANNING:  No, there’s no doubt about it. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  I need to read what we pay them.  I know we pay them a base salary and then 
they get so much per call and so on but I mean in all fairness to the individuals that are now 
serving; there’s only two when you had four I mean we should consider some kind of an 
adjustment. 
 
PALMER:  Again that maybe the case but as the budget officer typically I don’t give anybody a 
raise unless they ask for it but the other issue is that truthfully I think the majority of what they 
earn is coming from the trips, those things that we pay them for extra.  With two of them doing it 
now both of them are making more money because they are splitting it two ways instead of four 
technically they were splitting it three ways but yeah, so there is more money for them there per 
say because of the additional load and extra. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I want to point out I was not contacted by either one.  These are questions that I 
am asking. 
 
MANNING: No, they are good questions. 
 
MONTY:  And I do know in speaking with conversations with the State Police they are ecstatic 
the way things are going. They are very pleased with how things are going.  They haven’t had a 
problem with either Kellie responding or Jay responding my understanding is Kellie is somewhat 
up to date with her vouchers? 
 
PALMER:  She is.  I’m getting vouchers on a regular basis from both of them on a monthly basis 
I see them every month.  Honestly, I feel like it’s just worked better it has honestly improved. 
 
SCOZZAFAVA:  That is good news for a change. 
 
GILLILLAND:  Further discussion? 
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WINEMILLER:   Yes, that was one of my questions Jim that you just answered if there were any 
problems coming up with just having the two but it seems like that’s not a problem.  Is that correct? 
 
PALMER:  We are not seeing it.  You know again, when you have a $100 million-dollar budget at 
one time it seemed like I was getting most of my calls from coroner issues.  I’m not getting those 
calls now and I’m not being fastidious that’s just the reality, vouchers are coming in on time, 
people are not complaining about you know the response time I have heard nothing from EMS 
that indicates that somebody is not responding when they are asked to so like I say I just think it 
works better it seems to be smoothed out and thank God.  
 
GILLILLAND:  I will say that all coroners in the state have additional responsibility now.  All deaths 
have to have post-mortem tests for covid and they are jumping into it in stride with no issues. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Can you tell me who we are contracting with as far as Funeral Homes for the 
removals? 
 
MANNING:  Jay Heald’s Funeral Home, the Funeral Home in the town of AuSable Forks – 
 
WINEMILLER:  AuSable Forks? 
 
MANNING:  Yes.  I think there’s one in Moriah and we’ve gotten calls from Keough and Valenta I 
think the guy’s name is which we are going to be sending contracts out to them. 
 
WINEMILLER:  So Fortune-Keough in Saranac Lake? 
 
MANNING:  Yup and they changed their tune. They were in my mind obstructionist in the 
beginning of this thing and now they want to be part of the system.  Now it’s a slight 
misunderstanding but they really made my job a little difficult in that they contacted all the funeral 
homes all over the county and even in Clinton County to try you know fork what Shaun and the 
rest of you want to put in place but they are – contracts are being sent out to them.  I probably left 
some out – John Kelly he is also a transporter also. 
 
WINEMILLER:  And Valenta you said? 
 
MANNING:  Valenta. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Valenta?  And where are they out of? 
 
MANNING:  Ticonderoga I believe. 
 
HARRINGTON:  That’s right. 
 
MANNING: He called me last week. 
 
WINEMILLER: Okay so it looks like we actually do have – what about, Jay what about Clarks? 
 
MANNING:  Clarks were another fun bunch to deal with.  I never actually spoke to them but they 
have not signed or have not contacted me about signed. 
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WINEMILLER: They haven’t signed? 
MANNING:  No.  I haven’t heard from them. 
 
WINEMILLER: I just want to understand and make sure that everybody is getting coverage and 
things. 
 
MANNING:  Even without Keough and Valenta everything was running smoothly as far as I know. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Everything was running, right, okay.   
 
RAND:  After Matthew B. Clark passed away so probably a little bit – you know the leadership 
might not be quite as strong.  I could ask. 
 
MANNING:  Yes, that’s fine. 
 
WINEMILLER:  So we are contracting with the funeral homes was it $450 for the removals then? 
 
MANNING:  The best of my knowledge it’s $500 per removal. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Five-hundred per removal?  And so the families of deceased individuals they have 
the option to choose amongst the ones we are already working with? 
 
PALMER: No, they can choose any one they want. 
 
WINEMILLER:  They can choose anyone they want? 
 
MANNING:  Yes, anyone they want provided they get there within reason.  We don’t want them 
to leave a body lying around for two days. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Right, no. 
 
MONTY: My understanding Davina Clarks actually did a removal for someone from a family here 
last week and they went in and removed the body. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Clark?  Oh, okay. 
 
MONTY: They weren’t contacted through the county the family requested them. 
 
WINEMILLER:  Okay so the family called them? 
 
MONTY:  My understanding. 
 
WINEMILLER: And it was a coroner case? 
 
MONTY:  I don’t know fully about that.  The coroner may have been there but it may not have 
been a coroner case. 
 
GILLILLAND: Further discussion on the public hearing?  Being none, we will close the public 
hearing at this time and we’ll open in five minutes for the special board meeting. 
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 As there was no further discussion to come before this Public Hearing it was adjourned at 
11:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Judith Garrison, Clerk 
Board of Supervisors  
 
 


